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mixed, with a strong response from the South. A major confrontation occurred 
in Arkansas, when Governor Orval Faubus used the state’s National Guard to 
block the admission of nine Black students into Little Rock Central High School. 
The students persisted and successfully gained entry to the school the next day 
with 1,000 U.S. Army paratroopers at their side. The Little Rock incident has 
been identified as a catalyst for school integration throughout the South. Despite 
resistance to the Court’s ruling, legally segregated education had disappeared by 
the mid-1970s.

However, a different type of segregation persists, called de facto segregation. De 
facto segregation refers to a subtler process of segregation that is the result of other 
processes, such as housing segregation, rather than an official policy (Farley 2005). 
Here, we clearly see the intersection of race and class. Schools have become eco-
nomically segregated, with children of middle- and upper-class families attending 
predominantly White suburban schools and the children of poorer parents attending 
racially mixed urban schools (Gagné and Tewksbury 2003). Researchers, teachers, 
and policy makers have all observed a great disparity in the quality of education stu-
dents receive in the United States (for more on social problems related to education, 
turn to Chapter 8). Educational systems reinforce patterns of social class inequality 
and, along with it, racial inequality (Farley 2005).

Though Latinos have the lowest educational achievement rates compared with all 
other major racial and ethnic groups in the United States (refer to Table 3.5), there 
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Than 9th 

Grade
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12th 

Grade

High 
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Graduate

Hispanic 21.1 14.7 26.6 23.5 13.9

Native born 7.3 12.3 29.0 33.3 18.0

Foreign 
born

32.3 16.7 24.7 24.7 10.6

White alone 2.6 5.9 28.7 28.7 32.6

Black alone 4.7 11.9 31.4 31.4 18.8

Asian alone 8.3 5.9 15.3 15.3 50.9

Other, not 
Hispanic

4.6 8.9 26.1 26.1 25.1

All 5.7 7.9 28.0 29.2 29.2

SOURCE: Brown and Patten 2014b. 

Table 3.5  Educational attainment by race and ethnicity (percentages reported), 2012


